
Their Eyes Were Watch ing God 
Ana lyz ing Poetry 

 
Chapters E ight and Nine 
One of the most pro l i f ic and famous writers dur ing the Har lem 
Renaissance was Langston Hughes .  He was a poet ,  p laywright ,  
and nove l ist who is we l l -known for h is rea l ist ic portraya l  of the 
average Afr ican-American man. Be low is Hughes’s poem “ I ,  Too” ,  
which was written in 1925. 
 

I ,  Too 
 
I ,  too ,  s ing America 
 
I  am the darker brother . 
They send me to eat in the k itchen 
When company comes ,  
But I  laugh ,  
And eat we l l ,  
And grow strong . 
 
Tomorrow, 
I ’ l l  be at the tab le 
When company comes. 
Nobody’ l l  dare  
Say to me, 
“Eat in the k itchen , ” 
then.  
 
Bes ides ,  
They’ l l  see how beaut i fu l  I  am  
And be ashamed ~ 
I ,  too ,  am America .  

 
 

 
 
Direct ions : 
Cut th is paper in ha l f and g lue the poem in your 
compos it ion book . Then read , annotate ,  and comp lete 
some sketchnotes on the poem. Re-Read the poem " I ,  
Too" and app ly i t  to the nove l  TEWWG. Answer these 
quest ions on the fo l lowing page of your compos it ion 
book .  
 
1 . How is the speaker ’s descr ipt ion of be ing the “darker 
brother” i ron ic? 
 
 
2. Ident i fy the tone and centra l  theme of th is poem.  
Pay c lose attent ion to the sh ift in the poem. 
 
 
3 . How does d ict ion affect the tone of the poem? 
  
 
4. F ind 2 separate quotes from TEWWG that re late to a 
the theme of th is poem and copy them. 
 
 
5 . Use the two quotes to answer the fo l lowing quest ion : 
In what ways does Jan ie compare to the speaker of the 
poem? 
 
 


