Name Dote Period

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Chapter Five

Standard Focus: Allusions

I Their Eyes Were Wafching God Hurston uses several allusions in order to moake her story seem more redlistic and captivating.
Alusion is a form of rhetoric in which a reference is made to mythology, the Bible or other wel-known piece of literature, a
foamous or historical person or event, or something else with which the writer believes the reader is or should be famiior.

Directions: Hurston uses alusions throughout her novel. For each alusion from Chapter five, you have been given information
from where the allusion comes. Compare the alusion in the text to its source, explaining how or why Hurston uses this
particular ollusion. An example has been done for you.

EX: “He kin be d king of Jerusolem fuh oll Ah keer”
0. REFERENCE: Refers to the holy Kingdom of Jerusalem, estoblished in 104 by the First Crusade. The king of
Jerusolem held the highest power in the world ond wos considered the Protector of the Holy Sepulcher.

b. EXPLANATION: After meeting Joe Starks, the men of Eatonvile tak about him and his commanding presence.
Hicks refers fo the way Joe Starks just comes to the fown and begins to toke over. Hicks thinks Starks is just
lying about building a post office.

1. “You can’t welcome uh man and his wife “thout you make comparison about Isaoc and Rebecca ot de wel, else it don’t
show”

0. REFERENCE: Isaoc and Rebecca af the welh Genesis 24, Abraham sent his chif servant to the city of Nahor in
order 1o search out a wife for his son, Isaac. The servont took his journey ond upon arriving, he stood by the wel
of the city and prayed. Through an answer to his prayer, the chief servont met Isoac’s future wife Rebecca at the
wel, who. In an act of great service offered water for Eliezer and his camels, and shelter and food with her family.

b. EXPLANATION:

2. "Well wak in de light, de beautiful light/Come where the dew drops of mercy shine bright/Shine oll around us by day
and by night/Jesus, the light of the world.
0. REFERENCE: A populor hymn colled “Jesus, the Light of the World” Written by George D. Elderkin in 1390; this
is the chorus.
b. EXPLANATION:

3, "The kind of promenading whte that the houses of Bishop Whipple, W.B. Jackson, and the Vanderpool’s wore.”
0. REFERENCE: Possibly the Reverend Henry Benjomin Whipple (18622-1367), the first Bishop of Minnesota. Famous
for fighting for the rights of the Native Americons; Vonderpool could be an allusion to Cornelius Vanderbilt, who wos
aworded a medal by the U.S. for donating a ship to the Union forces.
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b. EXPLANATION:

4. "Give de devi his due.”
0. REFERENCE: Two possivle interpretations: pay back what you owe OR recognize the good even in evil people.
Found in Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes, and Shokespeare’s Henry IV, Part |

b. EXPLANATION:

5. “Some say West Maitland and some say Eatonvile. Dat’s cause Cop’n Eaton give us some land olong wid MR. Laurence.
But Cap’h Eaton give us d first piece.”
0. REFERENCE.: Eatonvile, Florida- One of the first all-black towns to be formed after the Emancipation Proclamation;
referring to Josioh Eaton, a white landowner who sold his land to African-Americans so they could have their own
land.

b. EXPLANATION:

0. What con you infer about Hurston from the alusions that she incorporates in her writings?




