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Their Eyes Were Watching God 
Chapters 13-15 
Standard Focus : Vo ice 
As a l i terary e lement ,  vo ice can be the sty le in which the author wr ites :  a combinat ion of po int of v iew, 
tone , d ict ion ,  and narrat ive structure .  However ,  vo ice can a lso have deeper meaning in a text .   In Their 
Eyes Were Watching God , vo ice is a s ign if icant part of not on ly the sty le of the p iece , but a lso a 
cons iderab le part of the p lot of the story .  Often , the search for ident i ty or se l f is a lso referred to as a 
search for a person’s vo ice to speak , but a lso the f igurat ive meaning ,  such as the ab i l i ty to speak one’s 
own mind , make one’s own decis ion , and dec ide one’s own future .  
 
Direct ions : Vo ice is an important part of the ir Eyes Were Watching God.  References to the use of 
vo ice permeate throughout ,  each tak ing on a d ifferent meaning in the story .  For each examp le of the 
use of vo ice in the text ,  exp la in how each “Vo ice” contr ibutes to the p lot ,  and the larger sense of the 
story’s theme.  The chapter number has been provided for you for reference , ad as examp le has been 
done for you .   
 

Reference to Vo ice Importance of Reference 
The townspeop le goss ip about Janie ’s return , say ing 
that Tea Cake ran off with another woman (Chapter 

1) 
 

 

 

“She was s ixteen.  She had g lossy leaves and burst ing 
buds and she wanted to strugg le with l i fe but i t 

seemed to e lude her .  Where were the s ing ing bees 
for her?” (Chapter 2) 

 

 
 
 
 

As Nanny exp la ins why Janie has to marry Logan , 
she says : “ ‘Ah wanted tuh preach a great sermon 

about co lored women s itt in ’ on h igh , but they wasn’t 
no pu lp i t for me. ’  “ (Chapter 2) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

“Long before the year was up ,  Janie not iced that her 
husband had stopped ta lk ing in rhymes to her . ”  

(Chapter 4) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“ ‘And now we’ l l  l i sten tuh uh few words uh 
encouragement from Mrs. Mayor Starks . ’  They burst 

of app lause was cut short by Joe ta lk ing the f loor 
h imse l f .  ‘Thank yuh fuh yo’ cop l iments ,  but mah wife 
don’t know noth in ’ ‘bout no speech’makin ’ .   Ah never 

marr ied her for noth in ’ lak dat .   She’s uh woman, 
and her p lace is in de home. ’ ”  (Chapter 5) 

 

 
 
 
 

“The years took a l l  the f ight out of Janie ’s face…No 
matter what Jody d id ,  she sa id noth ing . ”  (Chapter 7) 
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After Joe buys the mu le from Matt ,  he frees i t .   
Janie responds : ‘Free in ’ dat mu le makes uh mighty b ig 

man outa you.  Something l ike George Washington 
and L inco ln…You got tuh town so you freed uh mu le .   

You have tuh have power tuh free th ings and dat 
makes you lak uh k ing uh something . ’  Hambo sa id ,  
‘Yo’ wife is a born orator ,  Starks . ’ ”  (Chapter 6) 

 

 
 
 
 

Janie v ists Joe on h is death-bed : “Naw, Jody , I  come 
in heah tuh ta lk wid ja and Ah’m dointuh do i t too .  
I t ’s for both of our sakes Ah’m ta lk in ’ …You a in ’t 

t ired tuh pac ify nobody but yo’se l f .   Too busy 
l i sten ing tuh yo’ wn b ig vo ice…Al l  d is bowin’ down, a l l  

d is obed ience under yo’ vo ice-dat a in ’t whut Ah 
rushed off down de road tuh f ind out about you. ’ ”  

(Chapter 8) 
 

 
 
 
 

“Me scramb le ‘round tuh g it de money tuh take yuh-
been work in ’ lak uh dawg for two who le weeks-and 
she come ast in ’ me if Ah want her to go ! ’…’Don’t 
g i t man, Tea Cake , Ah just d idn’t want you do in ’ 

noth in ’ outa po l i teness .  I f  dere’s somebody e lse you’d 
ruther take , i t ’s a l l  r ight wid me. ’…Naw it a in ’t a l l  
r ight wid you.  I f  i t was you wou ldn’t be say in ’ dat .   

Have de nerve tuh say whut you mean. ’ ”  (Chapter 11) 
 

 

The iron ic use of such an e loquent ,  or we l l -spoken 
narrator throughout the nove l ,  in stark contrast to 

the b lack Southern d ia lect .   
 
 

 

 
 


