
Sketchnotes 
 

What are sketchnotes? 
Sketchnoting combines traditional handwritten notes with drawings, symbols, and other creative 
elements. The result is an engaging map of ideas with clear visual cues. 
 
Why use sketchnotes? 
With sketchnotes, you can: 

● Use visual cues to boost memory retention. 
● Keep your brain active and engaged with variety and stimulation. 
● Develop ideas more comprehensively by creating connections between points. 
● Make your notes more compact and easier to review at a glance. 

 
What are the rules of sketchnoting? 
None really. Use your imagination and creativity. 
 
What elements can be included in sketchnotes? 
 

 
 
 



Basic Shapes 

 
 

Icons & Symbols 
 

 
 

You can also use ​C​O​L​O​R ​to emphasize or organize ideas. For example, notes concerning 
theme are written in ​red​, tone ideas are written in ​blue​, & vocabulary is written in ​purple​. 
 
 
Remember: 
Sketchnoting is not about artistic ability! It’s about adding emphasis to your notetaking. 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 


