MLA Format

Rancho English Department

CITATIONS

Textbook:

Include author’s last name and page number. (Last Name page number)

SAMPLE: The narrator describes the video as, “a poignant piece of social commentary” (Keret 4).

*The period ALWAYS goes after the citation. Question marks and exclamation points go inside the quotation marks with a
period on the outside of the citation. See next sample.

Novel:
Include author’s last name and page number. (Last Name page number)
SAMPLE: “That’s really bothering you, isn’t it?”” (Lee 41).

Shakespearean Work:

Include Act, Scene, Line Number. (Act.scene.line number)

*Use / to separate line breaks

SAMPLE: “For in my way it lies. Stars, hide your fires; / Let not light see my black and deep desires” (L.iv.50-51).

Website:

Include author’s last name if available, or if no author include the title. No page number. (Last Name) or (“Title”)
SAMPLE: “Maintain and grow leadership at Mars with a rover in 2020” (Smith) or (“Curiosity Rover Report™).

Works Cited

Textbook:
Author’s last name, first name. “Title of Text.” Title of Textbook, Grade Level, Editors, Publisher, Year Published,

page numbers of text.
Keret, Etgar. “What, of This Goldfish, Would You Wish?” California Collections, Grade 10, edited by Kylene
Beers et al., Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017, pp. 3-8.

Novel:
Author’s last name, First name. Title of Novel. Publisher, Year Published.

Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. Grand Central, 1960.

Website:
Author’s last name, First name. “Title of Text/Article/Video.” Title of Website Source/Container, Other

contributors/editors, Publisher, Publication Date (if available), URL.
“Curiosity Rover Report:Three Years on Mars!” NASA’s Journey to Mars, edited by Sarah Loff, NASA, 30 July

2015, www.nasa.gov/journeytomars/index.htmi.

*Alphabetize All Sources



http://www.nasa.gov/journeytomars/index.html
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Formatting Guidelines

e Margins: One-inch

e Font: Times New Roman, 12 point font

e Line-Spacing: Double-space the entire paper, including the heading

e Header: In the upper right, insert your last name and page numbers, Times New Roman, 12 point

e Heading: On the left, type your name, your teacher’s name, class period, and the date on separate lines

e Title: Center title, Times New Roman, 12 point

SAMPLE:

Sanchez 1
Joseph Sanchez
Mrs. Nuriez
Period 2
8 September 2018
Ambition, Betrayal, and Guilt
Be sure to indent the first line of your paragraph. The rest of the paper should remain left-aligned and be
double-spaced. When you are ready to add the Works Cited page, insert a page break to keep the Works Cited on a

separate page from the rest of the paper. You now have everything you need to have a perfectly formatted essay.




