
	

Phenomena l  Woman 
 
Pretty women wonder where my secret l ies .  
I 'm not cute or bu i l t  to su it a fash ion mode l ' s 
s ize  
But when I  start to te l l  them, 
They th ink I 'm te l l ing l ies .  
I  say , 
I t ' s in the reach of my arms, 
The span of my hips ,   
The str ide of my step ,   
The cur l  of my l ips .   
I 'm a woman 
Phenomena l ly .  
Phenomena l woman,  
That 's me. 
 
I  wa lk into a room 
Just as coo l  as you p lease ,  
And to a man, 
The fe l lows stand or 
Fa l l  down on the ir knees .  
Then they swarm around me, 
A hive of honey bees .  
I  say , 
I t ' s the f ire in my eyes ,  
And the f lash of my teeth ,  
The swing in my waist ,   
And the joy in my feet .   
I 'm a woman 
Phenomena l ly .  
Phenomena l woman, 
That 's me. 
  

 
 

 
Men themse lves have wondered  
What they see in me. 
They try so much 
But they can 't touch 
My inner mystery . 
When I  try to show them,  
They say they st i l l  can ' t see .  
I  say , 
I t ' s in the arch of my back ,  
The sun of my smi le ,  
The r ide of my breasts ,  
The grace of my sty le .  
I 'm a woman 
Phenomena l ly .  
Phenomena l woman, 
That 's me. 
 
Now you understand 
Just why my head 's not bowed.  
I  don ' t shout or jump about 
Or have to ta lk rea l  loud .  
When you see me pass ing ,  
I t  ought to make you proud. 
I  say , 
I t ' s in the c l ick of my hee ls ,   
The bend of my hair ,   
The pa lm of my hand ,  
The need for my care .  
'Cause I 'm a woman 
Phenomena l ly .  
Phenomena l woman, 
That 's me. 
                        —Maya Ange lou 
	

Direct ions : 
Cut th is paper a long the l ine and g lue the poem 
into your compos it ion book . Then read , 
annotate ,  and comp lete some sketchnotes on 
the poem. Re-Read the poem "Phenomena l 
Woman" and app ly i t to the nove l  TEWWG. 
Answer these quest ions on the fo l lowing page of 
your compos it ion book .  
 
1 . Look up the def in i t ion for the words 
“phenomenon” and “phenomena l . ”  How do these 
def in i t ions f i t into the connotat ions presented 
in the poem? 
 
 
2. The refra in of th is poem presents a 
chiasmus: “ I ’m a woman/phenomena l ly ./ 
Phenomena l woman,/That ’s me. ” Why does 
Ange lou reverse the word order? How does i t 
change the idea conveyed in each statement? 
 
 
3. How does the theme of the poem re late to 
Janie ’s re lat ionships in TEWWG? 
  
 
4. Compare Janie to the speaker of the poem.  
In what ways is Janie a “Phenomena l Woman?  
 
	

	


