
Caged B ird 
          B Y  M A Y A  A N G E L O U  

A free b ird leaps  
on the back of the w ind       
and f loats downstream    
t i l l  the current ends  
and d ips h is w ing  
in the orange sun rays  
and dares to c la im the sky .   
 
But a b ird that sta lks  
down h is narrow cage  
can se ldom see through  
h is bars of rage  
h is w ings are c l i pped and    
h is feet are t ied  
so he opens h is throat to s ing .   
 
The caged b ird s ings    
w ith a fearfu l  tr i l l     
of th ings unknown    
but longed for st i l l     
and h is tune is heard    
on the d istant h i l l     
for the caged b ird    
s ings of freedom.  
 
The free b ird th inks of another breeze  
and the trade w inds soft through the s igh ing trees  
and the fat worms wa it ing on a dawn br ight lawn  
and he names the sky h is own  

 
But a caged b ird stands on the grave of dreams    
h is shadow shouts on a n ightmare scream    
h is w ings are c l i pped and h is feet are t ied    
so he opens h is throat to s ing .   
 
The caged b ird s ings    
w ith a fearfu l  tr i l l     
of th ings unknown    
but longed for st i l l     
and h is tune is heard    
on the d istant h i l l     
for the caged b ird    
s ings of freedom. 

 
D irect ions : 
Cut th is paper in ha l f  and g lue the poem in your 
compos it ion book . Then read , annotate ,  and 
comp lete some sketchnotes on the poem. Re-Read 
the poem "Caged B ird " and app ly i t  to the nove l  
TEWWG. Answer these quest ions on the fo l lowing 
page of your compos it ion book .  
 
1 . Ident i fy the tone and centra l  theme of th is 
poem.  Pay c lose attent ion to the caged b ird/free 
b ird d i lemma. 
 
 
2. F ind 3 separate quotes from chapter 4 of 
TEWWG that re late to a caged b ird/free b ird and 
copy them. 
 
 
3 . Write TDQ us ing the three quotes to answer the 
fo l lowing quest ion : in what ways does Jan ie 
compare to a caged b ird? A free b ird? 
 


